
       Saturday morning 

   ART HOUSE
      Art History Brunch-Time Talks
       
       August 2019

       Small gatherings on a wide variety of artistic and architectural topics - for discussion, enjoyment and reflection                            
      

      All talks are at Studio B, Cromwells, Eastgate, Hornton, Oxfordshire OX15 6BT.  Tel 01295 670795.  Email: chrisawoodcock@btinternet.com
      £10 per person, per talk, to include pastries and tea/coffee 
      Proceeds to each speaker's chosen charity
      NB. Seating is limited to 15 - so, to secure your place, please book in advance via email or phone - and pay on the door

 Date & Time  Topic  Speaker

 
 Saturday 10 August, 
 11am - 1pm

 
Getting Under Their Skin: the inside story on painting conservation
This talk will take you on a visual voyage into the structure of a painting through the eyes of a 
conservator. It investigates some of the reasons why paintings created at different periods in 
history look the way they do and how they can deteriorate. A few of the analytical techniques 
available to the conservator will be explained, illustrated by some unexpected revelations in 
the course of treatment. 

Ruth Bubb, based in Middleton Cheney, is a highly experienced 
and well regarded conservator of easel paintings dating from the 
fifteenth to the twentieth century. She studied at Cambridge University
and then trained at the Courtauld Institute and IRPA, Brussels, starting
her conservation practice in 1985.

 Saturday 17 August, 
 11am - 1pm

Unlocking the Church: insights into local church architecture
We live in an area rich in churches many centuries old. Almost every village locally has a 
church that is of interest. What are the differences and similarities between them and how 
should we interpret and understand them? How carefully do we even consider these 
important vestiges of the past? And what unexpected and fascinating features and secrets do
they hold? 

Andrew Parsons, of Shutford, has always been interested in Art 
and Architecture since his schooldays and has long pursued those 
interests at home and abroad. Since retiring, he has become a very 
active student of these subjects at the Department of Continuing 
Education in Oxford, with particular interests in the Medieval period 
and aspects of French nineteenth century art.

 Saturday 24 August, 
 11am - 1pm

Bauhaus: more than just an art movement
2019 is the centenary of the opening of the Bauhaus and this talk will cover highlights of what 
many believe is the most influential art and design school that ever existed (1919-1933). The 
first school was a laboratory for creativity, embracing all disciplines – from drawing and 
painting to architecture, crafts and textiles. At its core it was about understanding the world 
and its wonder and was the forerunner of today’s Foundation courses. The great legacy of the 
Bauhaus is its philosophy for living and working in a collaborative, democratic and egalitarian 
manner, in tune with nature. Its global reach still influences our everyday lives today. 

Jane King is an artist and project manager and has been 
collaborating with environmental scientists since 2009. In 2013 she 
founded PaleBlueDot (PBD), a not-for-profit arts-science collective, 
working with UK scientists to help communicate the results of 
research and to raise awareness of the public benefits of protecting 
the natural world.  PBD is inspired by the Bauhaus movement’s 
interdisciplinary approach to education. Jane lives in Shutford.

 Saturday 31 August, 
 11am - 1pm

Divine, Decadent and Distinguished Society: Boris Anrep’s mosaic floors in the National 
Gallery, London
Russian émigré Boris Anrep (1883-1969) was renowned in his day for his mosaics in both the 
public and private sphere. He restored the abandoned medium and aligned it with 
contemporary artistic trends to portray British society. This talk will focus on his schemes for the 
National Gallery and also examine some of his private commissions.  

Dr Jane Williams, of Horley, teaches History of Art at Wychwood 
School in Oxford and works as an independent scholar specialising 
in the mosaics of Boris Anrep. She is currently writing a chapter for 
a book on Micro and Other Mosaics for the Victoria and Albert 
Museum.


